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The ever-fascinating Napoleonic period is well
represented in the hobby of historical “re-
enactment™; and groups of knowledgeable
enthusiasts in many European countries have
been formed to recreate the uniforms and
equipment, and to practice the drill and
tactics, of these colourful armies. Perhaps the
most legendary of all the Emperor’s troops
were the regiments of his Imperial Guard -
picked veterans of his greatest victories, and
the cream of the later conscripts. Enjoying
elite status and many privileges, they provided
Napoleon’s bodyveuards and his ultimate
battlefield reserve: and when the Guard was
finally driven back on the evening of
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Waterloo, the world knew that the Empire
was linished.

In this dazzling selection of nearly 200 new
colour photos the best re-enactment groups in
Europe recreate the splendid uniforms of
these immortal troops: Foot Grenadiers and
Chasseurs, Fusilier-Grenadiers, Polish and
Dutch Lancers, Mounted Chasseurs and
(Grenadiers, and Foot Artillery. Completing
the series established by *Napoleon’s Line
Cavalry” and “*Napoleon’s Line Infantry &
Artillery”, Stephen Maughan offers superb
reference for modellers, war-gamers,
collectors and illustrators, and a visual feast
for all military history enthusiasts.
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troduction

ince the dawn of recorded histary, sovereigns have

raised elite corps of soldiers 1o provide body guards

of unwavering lovaliy 1o the roval household and
-exemplary courage in battle, MNapoleon Bonaparie’s
Guard regiments were the ulitmate symhbaol of his
sovereimnty. Unable 1o adop the ntle of King due to the
very revolution which he had wsurped, France's “Fiest
Consnl” and future Emperor nevertheless deliberately set
out 1o ceeate Lhe greatest Guard corps in the world,
Immediately after Napolean’s coug o 'deid in November
1799 the Consular Guard®s fiest commander, General
Jogehim Murat, issued o proclimation which embodied
Bonaparte's vision for this elite corps

*The First Consul intends that the Guard shall be a
model for the army.  Admssion will be restricted to men
who have performed heroic actions, have been wounded,
or have otherwise given proof in several campaigns of
their bravery, pattiotism, discipling and exemplary
conduct, They must be no less than 25 years of age,
‘between 178 and 184 metres in height [519.3ms 10 611,
of robust constitution and exemplary conduct. They miust
have participated in three campaigns in the Wars of
Liberation. and know how to read and write™,

The Revolutionary predecessors of the Garde des
Lonsuls - the Garde du Divectoire and Gorde duv Corps
Législanyf - were to be merged 1o form the bulk of this
new body, and the ranks were o he filled with suiable
new recruits selected by merit alone, Martial talent was
af last to be suitably rewarded. Those who were passed
for entry would enjoy higher pay, better barracks and
rations. splendid uniforms, and sither privileges. Each
rank in the Guard counted ns the next higher rank in the
Line; and Line onits would be ordered o present arms
when @ unit of the Guard passed by,

With Napoleon's seif-coronation as Emperor in May
1804 the title was chaneed W La Garde hapdériale;
therealier the “cull of personality™ was undisguised, and
Nupoleon used calculated and theatrical measures o hind
his Guardsmen to him o personal allegiance. He
demonstrated o close, paternal interest in even the most
tmial details which affected their condinons of service,
from the quality of thenr rations (o the rewarding of
individual rankers for acts of heroism, He pardoned, even
invited, an occasional over-famitiarity from his old
“Grumblers™: and he was notmally extremely solicitous
of their lives in banle, though they were expected to
endure all the other hardships of campaign with
unflinching obedience,

Hiz Guardsmen understood that i1 was in their best
interests to serve and perpetuate the Empire. embodied in
the one man who held 1t abl weether: Napoleon |
Emperor of the French. That he achieved his ambitian
for them is unguestionable: the senior regimenis, at least.
would repay his favour with unbending discipling;
uhshikeable morale, and devoted lovaliy umio death

The madest original establishment was gust over 2,000
men in 1wo battalions of Grenadiers & pied and a

campany of Chassenrs d pied, two squadrons of

Grenadiers o ¢heval and o company of Chasseurs o
cheval, and ane light wtillery company. Distinguishing
themselves for the first ume at the hattle of Marengo in
1300, the Guard unils were steadily enlarged and
increased in number. The ttal strength by FROS was
nearly TOUHHE, of which more than 5 (0 served in the
fiest “lmpenal™ campaign - that of Austerlite. Nomioally
an army corps of some 30,000 by the time of the
disastrous Russian campago of 1812, the Guoard’s acsl
strength therealter did not reflect its paper establishment:
c.acin Jannary 1814 only some 18000 of & nominul
B 1R were actually under arms

Although some dozens of units would be formed over
the 15 years of the Guard’s exisience, many of them were
shor-lived, and a good number were “in the Guard, b
ot of 107 - e their administrative status s Guard amits
was nod matched by thewr actual characrer, However,
throvgheur Napoleon™s reign the standards ol
recruitment o the Old Guard, at lzast,
riclaxid,

The distinction belween the O™, “Middle" and
"Young” Guards has cansed confusion ever since: m

WOre never
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[Below & righth One of

the mone convincing
inpersonations of "Le
Tondo™ (“1he Shaven

O, us he wiis nicknamed
from his closc-cropped

hair) al the Waterhoo
re-enaciment in 1995,
Naupoleon was often depocted
wearing the undress wsfom
ol colonel ol the Chassers

i Cheval of the Guard
Betore the establishment
of the grea camp of the
Cirande Armde al Boulogne
i L83 his overcout wis
psnally Blue; thereafler
he adepred his familior
erey il copicd here
frivm 1he oriainid i the
Musge de | Armde at Les
Invabides in Parts,

{Above pight) These
reconsiructions of the
FEmperors bridhe,
sacldle and holster
covers are based upon
artgipals on display it
the Musée de 17 Annde
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1812 the seniority of the infantry was established as
Hollows: Old Guard: Officers of Grenadiers, Chasseurs,
%'E_':_usi!i.ers & Sailors: captains and upward of Volugours,

Tirailleurs, Flanqueurs & National Guards: all runks of

st Grenadiers, 1st Chasseurs, Veterans & Sailors; NCOs
of 2nd Grenadiers, 2nd Chasseurs & Fusiliers, Middle
;’?f;ﬂtiﬂf.‘.frrd Grenadiers: rankers of Ind Grenadiers, 2nod
"ﬂ]_ass:urs & Fustliers: Vélues of Florence & Tuarin.
Foung Guard: Rankers of Voltigeurs, Tirailleurs,
Flanqueurs, National Guards & Pupilles.

n the cavalry regiments the originally maised squadrons
were designated as Old Guard, and some later additions
as Middle (Polish Lancers) or Young Guards.

E

Line soldiers of the later Empire often complained that
(the Guuard was very rarely committed o battle. giving an
tronic twist to the nickname “The Tmimortals™: but this
Wwas getually directed specifically ot the Guurd
(Gendarmes, and the Goard infaniry were alwayvs regarded
with respect. It is important o rementber that 10 was ot a
‘closed, elitist corps: it abways served us a training schocl
for the leadership of the Line. An ardinary soldier might
enter the Guard withour rank: nse o serpeant within it
and then receive a commission in the Line,

Transfers and prometions within the Guard - from lewer
crank in semor regiments, o higher ank o junior regiments
- were also commonplace (althoush promotion without

transfer was slow). It was also through Napoleon's
deliberate policy thut the officer corps ol his Guard was
never restricted 1o the well-hom, although this was urged
in some quarters; many famous senjor officers had risen
from the humblest backeround by courage and energy

This egalitarian-aspect of Napoleon™s svsem was ane of
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the few genuine survivals Trom the Revalutionary period;
iLowas also shrewd, i that 0 bound the leaders of this
elite foree o Napoleon by chains of personal gratitade
which would have weighed less heavily wpon men of
wenlthy Twanely and self-contident socml status.

ATl the Cuard regiments sullered hormlie caswaltics in the
Russian campaign: the five regiments of Grenadiers and
Chasseurs, which hid recorded 6,200 all wanks as late as
10 October [RL20 totalled less than [ en Chistroos
Day. Rebuilt and even expanded for the subsequent
defence of Germany and Franee in 1813-14 the: Guard
prived as rehable as ever - amd 10 owos the new Youny
Guard regiments which did most of the fighting. When
tapoleon was forced o abdscate in April 1814, he was
permitted to lake with him anto exile on Elha o picked
hattalion of Guard infaniry and & weak squadron of
Polish Lancers: the rest were disbanded. or ransferred o
the mew Kol Guand.

After his return frinm Elha in 1815 Napeleon hurriedly
rebuill the Guard,  The miost senior infantey battalions
were us impressive as ever - i s spid that four-fifths of
the st Grenadiers woerd Lthe tross of Lthe Légion
d ‘Honrewr - it ether units were of uneven gualitv, OF
the Guard cavalry, the Mounted Grenadiers and
Chasseurs amd the Dragoons were o good strength, bt
only -a compasite vnil of Polish and Duotch Lancers was
ready for Waterloo. On that fateful 18 June Guard
infantry fowght the Prussiagns in Plancenoit and made the
final attack on Wellington's line, The st Grenadiers
marched off that last strcken Deld o good order amed the
feeing remmants of the Army ol the North, as night (el
on the Empire,

]



Grenadiers
a Pied

oth the Grenadiers d Pied and the Chasseurs & Pied

were officially formed on 2 December 1799, with

the announcement of the new Consular Guard: as
the heavy infaniry Grenadiers had a strength of pwo
battalions from the outset, and the light infantry
Chasseurs only onc company at that date, the former
were the senior regiment. The Fool Grenadiers were
always o represent the very soul and backbone of the
O Guard

The ariginal stalT and establishiment was as lollows: one
chef de brigade. two chefs de baraiflon, two copsitanmes-
r.':f,";r.fur.lI-.lrm_,l'.-Jr',‘ ONC GUArTier-mairre-fresorier, bwo
erdfuetentis, Lwo porte-drapeany, two surgeons; one chef de
musigue, ong drum-major, two corporal drummers, 48
musicians; 48 officers. 24 drummers. and 1,128
grenadiers, im two battalions each of six compames. The
recruils were drawn from NCOs and men of the Line
with ten years' service and good records, AT the end of
1301 the two battalions were enlarged o eight companies
cach, with 4 company strength ot 110 men.

[n IR0 company establishment was one capitaine, one
lewtenant, Deo Sous-Hewtenaniy, onge sergeni-magor lour
sergenrs, ong fouecier (quarlermaster-corporaly, eioht
CEporgrr, WD sapenrs (pioneers, twa fambonrs
tdrommmers). and 80 grenadiers, The same year suw the
raising of a Ave-company battalion of so-called Viélies -
officer cadets serving as runkers, the hest of whemn could
hape for eventoal Guard commissians. { They were
clharged 2000 Tranes Tor their place. which was itself 5
form of selection.) These companies had a similas
commiand wnd NCOY establishment bt 172 rankers.

In November 1805 the Vélies-Grenadiers were
strengthened 1o a two-ballalion regiment, On campaign
they were usually split up, numbers of Vélites being
allached o each Grenadier company., In April 1806 2 2nd
Regiment of Grenadiers wus raised, with twa battalions:
and company strength was increased by 20 men.

In [50Y the lstand 2nd Grenadiers were amalgamated,
the compesite regiment having twe battalions each of
four enlarged companies. The 2nd Regiment was recreated
i Septemhber TR from the former Royal Guard of
Holland, now incorporated inta the Empire, In May 1811
the Dutch regiment was relegated gs the 3rd Grenadiers,
and a pew Ind Grepadiers was raised from yvounger
veterans, The 3rd were annihiluted in Russin, and
dishanded in February 1813 - by which date the total
strength of the Old Guard infantey, fit and hearing arms,
ws just B0 men

The Guard was rebuilt [oe the campaigns of 1513-14, in
whach they served with unshaken spirie; and at the tmeof
Nupoleon's first abdicanon i Apnl 1814 the Grenadiers

still counted 69 afficers-and 287 men, At the climax of

hig emmional speech of Tarewell to his Old Guurd at
Fonmtaineblean, Napoleon kissed the Fagle of the st
Crrmmadiers,

Same hundreds of his viewr monstaches accompanied
Bonaparte 1w Elha, and the restored Bourbon regime
dismissed some 230 officers and men on grounds of ape
or political unrelability: the remainder briefly formed a
three-batlalion regiment of Royval Grenadiers for Louis
AWV, These rallied 0w Napeleon when he retarned in
March 1813, and four regimients were formed in
AprilidMuy, the Elba Battahion and other veterun
“Cirumblers™ in their mid-thirties forming the st and 2nd
Regiments. The 3cd and 4th Grenadiers had some
veteran cadre bul were mostly new recruits from the
Former Young CGuard and Line: and the dth had only one
S{H-man battalion.

I'he Grenadiers advanced ut the climax of the battle of
Ligny on 16 June, bt were not heavily engaged before
the Prussians fell back, At Waterloo on the 18th the st
Grengdiers remained in reserve near Rossomme; the
212nd fought the Prussiagns in Plancenoit; the 1/3rd and
the 4l took part in the final attack, thrown back by
Martland™s, Halkeu's and Chassé’s brigades; the
remnants of the 1/2nd and 2/3rd fell back in square under
cavalry and artillery attack. The 1st Grenadiers held firm
until Mapoleon had left the field, and then sialked off
ke the night, droms heating,
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(Left) The greatcoat was
folded in a regulation masner
to make a neat shape. and
stowed on 1op of the knapsack
by means of three straps. their
loose ends neatly rolled.
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(Left) The scarlet coat ining {Ahave) The Guard's

exposed on the rm-backs, superior eguipment included
which are decorated with whitened bull leather

prenade badpes embronderad crosshelts with stitching along
irt orange on white, The the edges - Sufflee e '
leather cartnides box bears [rigruee - rather than the usoal
lrrass Impenal cagle and raw-cul stvle. This helped
grenmde hadgees, and has a prevent steetching and

leather strap cul in grenade shrinking when long exposed
shape e enpape with & 1o the weather, Mot (he
leather hutton an the pricker for cleaning tf
crossbelt, holding the box miisket lock, hung By o cham
steady i action and on the friom a battonhole

march. Mote the honoer e
police rolled and strepped
betow the bos. ity tassel
hanging; the doeuble frog an
the crossbelt for the sabre-
briguet and bayenet; the red-
tassedled white sword ko,
andl red-dyed fleece in the
mecruth of this scabbarcl




flap lifted 1o

fip, fastened with a leatt
toggle. Note the

rofled and strip

{Right) The wooden forme
] the i

(Left) The inper flap lifted,
exposing the drilled-out

n fiormer to hold
cartridges and, he
hottle: The smiall fre

of 15 rounds, I







The Guard were blooded
against (he Ausirians
Marengo in northern Traly on
14 June 1800, Nine hondred
“hearskin bonnets™ advanced
in sgquare at i critical point in
the action; they repulsed
attacks by Austrian cavalry,
and withstood infantry volley
fire at 4 hundred paces. They
held their ground for some
time after running out of
ammunition, and only fell
back at last as the Austrians
began (o outflank their
position: but they had bought
MNapoleon enough time.
Desanx s chivision wers
wmiving to even the odds, and
Kellerman’s cavalry launched
a successful charge.
Marengo would go down in
history as one of Mapoleon®s
decisive victorcs.

{Left & opposite) An
imposing sergeant of O1d
Guard Grenadiers in grande
fenue- His rank 15 marked by
the gold lace diagonal stripe
on each forearm, and the gold
mixed with the red of his
bonnet cord, epavlettes, and
sword knot

(Below left) Detals o
sergeant’s epauletie.

(Below) Detals of insigaia of
rank and service, in gold lace
backed with red. The two
gold-chevrons on his left
upper sleeve are length of
service stripes: one marked
tem years: two, between

15 and 20 years; three, mone
than 20 vears






Full dress uniform was Al Borodino in 1812 a German
wayomel dri ; i normally taken on campaign, officer of the ¥
rel pattern musker was 3 amore ¢ iv packed in bagzagze wagons; seribed how strikin
by stmilar o the Line i The ste : and when circumstances
; allowed, the men were ordencd
change into it immediately
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{Abovel Diress shoes with
buckles. {1t was nol unknown
for o thin-legged mon o wear
“false calves” inside his

stovkings if he wished woout a

1 Oin

1. the importance of

chash weth the Laclies,

LTy

shoes woa Mapoleomic soldlier

canngt be overstated. Without
apod, comtortable shoes he
might easily be lnmed and
unable wo keep up with his
battalion on the march; and
stragelers faced a real risk of
alprure Gt best, or even murder
by venpetul peas

Ants

(Left & helow) Grenadiers
intenue de sorife d éng -
summer walking-ont dress -
af bicorn hat, uniform coat
and waistcoat, breeches,
stockings and buckied shocs;
# simele crossbelt 15 worn o
support the sabre, and canes
are carried, After a fow
hrindies in a dockside wvern

our heroes will no dogbi he
in the mood to remind any
humble lgnard or despicahie
sailor that the gentlemen of
the Guard are entitled to be
addressed as "Monsieur™...
Mote side views of hat,
showing the passaniy holding
up the brim, and the tasselled
“pulls” at the comers.




(Left) A long-service sapenr
tukes a lile refreshment from
acermireiere, The canleen

WO

Uharie Wooden-hes

of the byt Gremauders,

alegendary example of
tlus tough brewd. She followed
the drum throughoul the years
of the Consulaie and Empirg

her hushand and her son, both
drommers, were killed inthe

French campaign of 1813-14,

aned she hersell was Kifled

by o canmentball ot Waterloo.

P Relonws A Cirenadier olTice:
privides hiniselfwith
mecessities ina docksule shop:
[ Thus s, in fact, ol Toulon or
Rrest but England, o
Hartlepool Histore Quay.
where the carly 19t century
tregate HMS Frincomoalee 15

[preserviy b}

— T
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(Abhovey A drememer
corporal, his rank markad by
Pwor prange \'|f||_'.'l_"!~ o the
forearm; for ranks below
sergennt the service chevrons
were also arange, This
Lerman re-enaclment group
wiere photogragphed in the

bivouse ot Maontmirail durine

b
the recreated Campaign of
France

(Above right ) Preparing

L strike camp. The bluge
and white ticking bag on the
pack contuined the hicom;
when the bearskin was
packed for the march it was
carried ina cvlindrical
drawstring bag of the sone
aterial on top of the

knapsack, The bearskin
seems W have replaced the
bicorn s campaign headgen
from May 1809,

(Right) Re-enactors cany
camp necessities slung on the
pack - o the march even the
Od Guiard velaxed their
standards of startness
somewhat. In fact, few
“Grumsblers™ would naed 2
woeden dish: one of their
small privileges was a
personal ssue of mess bowls,
rither than dipping out of the
communal pot. Wooden clogs
were worn all over BEurape in
those davs, so this 15 not
necussanly & peinter to the
Jrd (Duteh) Grenadiers.




{Above) A camping mcss
formupunder the erders ol
the Company”s sergeant-
magjor, identified by two gold
foremm stripes; he carries
the company fardon - 1 small
muarker flug - steck in

the muzzle of his musker

(Right) A long-service

vt 0l Cirenadicrs

ing oot his mpe. The
cross of the Legton o Honneitr
wits Tar fron & raee sight in the
ranks of the Obd Guard by
1815, When Grenadier Cotgnet
recetved hiscross ot a
ceremony at Les Tnvadides,
MNapoleon tald him he bl
prosed bimsell s rave
defender of his country, and

pinned it on s chese in
person. - As Coignet returned
o fis place he passed
Cul.Lepreux and Major Merle,
wwaiting their own
decnrations: both embraced
Congnet o tront of the
assembled officer corps

(This re-enactor wis
photographed at Jens - which
in 180G was one of thise
nattles at which Napoleon
infurated his Old Guord by
hastding them in reserve all day)







beard, i
leather apron

This pioneee «
Guard G

the band and standand.

(Inser left) Detail of
cuff flapx




the gquillos
of the blade

(Right, above & below)
TH Li

action.










(Oppositey This Clad Guard
Crrenadhicrs major presents a
sterm and soldierly Mgure in
fis austere uniform, closely
rescimiling that of his men

matertals-and with

gobd Liwee. Note the goraet

wirn by ullicers on duty, the

hi épide swiord was
presenibed for walking-out
iress, but officers largely
pleased themselves insuch
matters. Sentor officers were
mounted - nete his ric
hoots. Majors in the Go

arl
wiere paid 1A Tancs s
orpposed o 300 for Line

miegors: Cruard officers also

received substantal bonuses

along with douhle pensic
anid exira horse allowances.

(Inset] The atficer’s homnet
de police was cut like that of
the rankers but had 2old

lace and tassel, (This
impression of § Grenadier
officer is recreated by Derek
Mellard of the British-haswed
group Lo Garde Tmpériale,
who re-enact bath the

Crrenadiors & Predand the
Fuoo Actillery of the Guard, |

(Left) The fult of the ofticer’s
cpde, with s pold foce fist

strapy,

{Above left Field officers

et

cmade of gold
hublion ware, these were o
consideralle expense.
Colonels wore two gold
epauleties: majors, two with
aold crescents and fringes but
silver straps; chefsde
bataillon. a gold cpaulette on
the lett and an unfringed
contre-cpaulette on the right
shoulder, Company officers
ware 8 gold epaulere watk x
thimner cord fmnge
and # confre-gpaulette on the

o the left,

right; ome and two ned lines
thvwm thie sorap marcked
heutenant and sous-leutenan

fronm captain

{Ahove) Detal of gold tem-
back hadge. worn inall four
prisitions.
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Chasseurs
a Pied

y late |BO0 the original single company of light

infantry within the Garde des Consuls had been

increased tooa batadion, and by November 1801 10
two hattalions of Chasseurs & Pied. Apant from having &
stightly smaller band of music the regiment was organised
identically 10 the Grenadiers & Pied. Despite the difference
in title the Fool Grenadiers and Chasseurs were emiployed
tactically in exactly the same way; as a hand-picked elite
reserve of lime-ol=battle infamry. They marched woeether,
and fought side by side.

I summer 1804 the regiment acguired a battalion of
cadets, Velies-Chasseurs; this was increased o regimental
st by 1806, Among the Goard Vélites was a [ 5-year-old
bad named Thomas Bugeaud de la Piconneric, of
aristocratic birth but already o survivor of o hard up-
bringing durimmgthe Revolution. He wrote home that

“There are a great many boys here who do not come of

eood family, sons of peasants and workmen, There are o
few who are guite well bred, but in generad this corps 15 not
what you would suppose™. (Young Bugesud learned fust;
he was promoted corporal, served at Austerlite in 1803,
and was commissioned i TRIG. A hero of the Peninsular
War, he would earnoa Marshal™s baton in Algeria in [543
as a hard-fighting froner general whao judged soldiess by
ether cntersi than their barth. )

The Guard accompanied Bonaparte 10 Austerlitz in
winter 1803, bul were not engaged. In [8DG the Line units
were ordered o supply recruils Tor an enlargement af the
Cruarcl: men under 35 years of age, al least 5600 8ins wall Tor
the Chasseurs, of good record and proven valour. The two-
battalion 2nd Regiment of Chasseurs was radsed on |3
April 180G, Tean-Baptisic Barrés, transferred from the
Veélites, wrote that when he and his comrades were
intreduced into the ranks ol these moustachioed veterans
they “looked like young oirls heside these swarthy, mostly
hard-bitten taces, full of jealous resentment at having been
gven such youthiul comrades”™

At lena in October 1806 the Old Guard infuntry were
dgain held in reserve, to their vocal frostration. At Exvlau in
February 1807 they saw hand-w-hand fighung, but nol
hefore coming under artillery fire while they awaited the
arder - Chasseur Bamreés recalled: = Onee the file wouching
me on the right was struck full i the chest: ance the Ale
the right hal their dght thighs e off. The shock wos 5o
wiokent that those next tothe men struck werg throan doswn
togetlier with the poor wretches who were lnt”, Al Lsshing
i May 1809 Grepadier Coignet described seeing Guard
bearskins thrown 20 feet into the air as cannon fire raked
the ranks. There were good reasons, bevond pride, for the
Cinard o resent being held immaobile in reserve - Gt made
thern an easy target, I was in the winter |B06-07 campaign

that Napoleon had dubbed his Old Guard the “Gimmblers™

The battle history of the Chasseurs paralleled that of the
Grenadiers. Like the Grepadiers, in TRO9 the §st and 2od
Chasseurs & Pied were amalgamated into one regiment of
two battalions each of four large companies, The 2nd
Chasseurs were reformed in May P81 unlike the
Cirenadiers, this branch did not raise o new 3rd Resimenl
from the ex-Guardsmen of King Lowis Bonaparie of
Holland, although many individual Netherlanders and
Belzians joined their ranks.

The twe Chasseur regiments formed Boyer's Brigade of
Lefevre’s 3rd Division of the Impenal Guard Corps i the
mvasion of Russia o [812, Their expenence is eloguently
summarised by their strength on two dates: {sr Chassenrs; 11
Creteber - 42 officers, 1,504 men: 23 December - 28 olficers,
435 men; 2nd Chasseurs: 1) October - 40 officers, 1324
men; 25 December - 30 officers, 257 men.

Althoush reduced o some A effectives by Febroary 1813,
both regiments were rebuilt in time o distinguish themselves
i the 1813-14 campaign; they showed their old <pirit at
Litzen, and particulardy at Montrmasail.

Like the Grenadiers, the Chasseurs raised new 3rd and b
Reaiments in AprilMay 1815: and all four were ot Waterlon,
the 3rd taking purt in the finad attack on the Batish nghe
centre, All four regiments were dishanded after the Scecond
Abdhicanon, between and 11 October [815: the Chasseurs a
Pied thus pudived the Grenadiers by a few weeks,
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Reconstructon of the Esgle
of the 151 Chasscurs, with the
#lcm-square lag ongmally
of 1804 pattern. One was
presented o ench battadion of
the st Grenodiers and 11
Chassenrs late that vear. 1o
LR thas slightly muodified
form wiss presented, at 8 scale
of only one per regiment. o
the st 2ol and 3ed
Cirenadiers and 1sand 2od
Chasseurs |though stll
bearing this 15t Bo. title on
the reversel One of a

different 1812 pattern. hasesl
on the conventional vertivally
!-If||:‘l."{1 tricolour rsee Ples
BICHAN, was presented o the
st and 2nd Grenadiers ad
Chasseurs in spring 1815 ad
symplificd replacements; (o
the 1st Gromadiers anmd s
Chasseurs only, i 1813

All French regiments
revered their BEagles, and the
Ciuard" s bartle history
ingluded several episodes of
dramatic fighting tn thear

defence.
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Middle &
oung Guard
nfantry

n 1806 Napoleon decided to further increase his

Imperial Guard, by raising junior (and cheaper)

egiments. These were commanded by expernenced
officers and NCOs from the Old Guard and the Tine; and
the rankers would, in theory, progress in due course 1o the
Ol Guard regiments. These junior regiments prolilerated
throwghout the period 1806-13, with a huge expunsion in
1809 as Napoleon declared his aim of increasing the
Ciard 1o a full army corps. Varions changes of litke
miake this o confusing picture, but in simplificd summury
the units wera as follows:
Fusibiers-Chaysears: Begiment of vwo hatalions, each of
four companies, raised October 1806; 151 Bo. from 2nd
Bns. of Yélites, 2nd Bn. from conseripts. January 1811,
Sth (Fusiliers-Sergents) Cov. added 1o each bn.
Diecember 1813, 6th Coy. added 1o each battalion.
Fusilier-Grenadiervs! Regiment of two bns. cach of four
covs,, ralsed December 1800 from st Bos, of Vélites: 5th
and bih Covs:added, as above,

The Fusilter units were at liest termed the “Young
Cruard”, but from about 811, after further expansions,
“Middle Guard™ (see list, page 500 In 1808 many {urther
unils were raised, mostly from the cocam ol the available
conscripts with vereran cadre from the Guard or Line, and
collectively known as the “Young Guard” from ¢ 1811
omwirds:

Tiraillewrs-Grenadiers: January 1809, st Reot, of twa
bns, each of six coyss Aprl, 2 Regt. unils renamed 151
& 2nd Tirailleurs of the Guard, December TR
Tivaillears-Classears: March [R09, st Regt,; April. 2nd
Regr.:snits renamed st & 2nd Voltigeurs of the Guard,
December P50

fst & Ind Conserit-Grenadiers: April 1808; renamed 3rd
de Ath Tirailleurs, February 151

fal & Znd Conseri-Chassenrs: April 1R0Y: renumed 3rd
& dth Voltgeurs, February 1811,

Iwas intended that alter several vears of good service
rankers ol the Fusiliers would be acceptled into the
Grenadicrs and Chasseurs: and men from the Tirilleurs
and Voltigeurs into the Fusiliers. The junior regiments
were also intended as schools for NCOs, 1o provide
cadres for - potentially - up to HH) Line battalions, In
211 3th and 6th Regts: of Tirailleurs and Voltgeurs
were raised; and hy the end of the Lmpire both branches
hid reached 1% regiments - on paper, at least. A number
of other units were also Tormed at various times from
[80%9: Wélies of Turin and Florence, National Guards,
Flanguears, and Pupilles,

(Above) Field officer of

(Right) Fromt and rear views of
the Fusihiers-Girenadiers
ranker’ s uniform, Apan from
the shako, epaaleties and fum-

Fusilicrs-Grenadiers,
decorated veteran of the Old
Giuand or Line promoted into
the new regiment. The square-
et vout Lipels und the stars
round the twp band of the
afficer’s gold-laced shako
identify the Grenadier unit.
Thas shake plate was worn by

hack hadges it closely resembles
that of the Grenadiers i Pied
LAl s reconstructed by
Rohert Clooper.)

all the junor regiments,

Blooded at Essling and Heilsberg, the Fusiliers showed
their value at once. Middle and Young Guard units went
on o serve in Spaing and in 1812 the Fusiliers, the st
dth, 5th & 6th Tirailleurs, and the st 5th and 6th
Voeltigeurs marched into Russin with the five senior
regiments ol Foot Grenadiers and Chasseurs, The Young
Cruard was massively expanded in 1513-14 for the last
defensive campaigns; and throughow the Empire the
jurior regiments saw o great deal of hard fighting and
heavy casualties. Napoleen always commitied them o
battle before the Grenadicrs and Chasseurs, of whom he
wrate: "heing so precious, one fears 1o expose them™,
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{Above left) A tall parnde
plume réplaces the red carrol-
shaped pompon worn for
cvervday duty - see previous
page. Origimally the cuff
flups were red piped in white:
the white lapels were piped
red; and blue shoulder

straps piped red were worn
imstead of epaulettes. The
derails illustrted were adopted
Between TEOT and | 809,

(Above) Lapel and button
details. The Fusiliers-
Chasseurs wore lapels cot
pointed at the bottom.

{Lefty White eagles were worn
as tum-back badges in the
ranks of the Fusilier, Tirailleur
and Voltigeur units. Officers
and NCOs trapsferred from
IMHITE SETIOr Tegimenls were
probabiy often scen still
wearing their old unilorms,

(Opposite top lett) Coff and
cuff flap derasl

(Ohpposite top right) The shako
orginally had @ white top band
and no chinscales, but appaaned
in this form by spring | 808,
Senior NCOS™ shakos are
believed to bave had a pold wop
band, and side chevions of red
edged with gold; their conds
were mixed red and gold. These
epaulettes are all white except
for two red stripes an the straps;
other sources also show white
fringes, red or white crescents,
and red strps with two white
AITIPEs.

{Right) Dewnl of crosshelt
equipmeant; rote Y oung Ciuacd
esale on cartridge box flap
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Chasseurs
- aCheval

loriously uniformed in green amd scarlet in Hossar

sivle, the Chasseurs & Cheval de la Garde ook

gnormous pride in their privileged role as
Mapoleon's personal bodyvevard, and in the fact that he
wsually wore the uniform of their colonel: inall the muost
famous paintings of his campaigns they are to be seen in
glose attendance on the Emperor,

General Bonaparte onginally raised an elite bodyguard
in 1796 under the litle Guides de 1"Armée de 'lalie.
comprising both horse and foot, They accompanied him
to Egypt in 1798, accordingly retitled Guides de 1" Armiée
d'Orient. When he left the Army of the Orienl o s fate
and returned to Franee he weok with him 180 hand-picked
Guides 4 Cheval and 125 Guides & Pied,

Shortly after the coup of 9 November 1799 which made
Bonaparte First Comsul and effectively military dictator
of France, o decree of January 1800 formed within the
new Consular Guard a company of Chasseurs a Cheval,
commanded by Bonaparte's stepson Captain Eugéne de
Beauharmais This unit was formed from the troopers who
had returned from Leypt; of the 133 men and four
officers, 112 were veterans of laly, By September | 8{H}
the unit comprised a squadron of two companies,

The oversll Commander of the Guard Cavalry - which
also included the two-squadron Grenadiers & Cheval -
was Chef de Brigade (later Marshal) Jean-Bapliste
Bessiéres. Al Marengo Bessiéres charged home with
both regiments: with their rolled cloaks worn around
their chests o help protect them from sabre cuts they
swept forward at a gallop, jumped @ ditch, reformed, and
enveloped an Austrizn cavalry colwmn, sabring the two
leading troops.

OFf the Chasseurs” 115 horses at Marengo, only 45
remained at the end of the battle, Napoleonic armies
regarded their horses much as modern armies view their
mechanised transpart - as an expendable asset to be used
until they dropped. Continual severe attrition. particularly
in 1812, would cause Napoleon serious problems during
the later campaigns, as the difficulty of obtaining
sufficient replacement horseflesh to keep his cavalry
mounted became chromic,

A decree of 14 November |BOT conlirmed the regimental
gtatus of the Chasseors 4 Cheval de la Garde des Consuls,
with a headguarters stalT of one chef d'escadrony, one
adfirani-major, two porie-drendards, one brigadier
rompedte (corporal trumpeter) and four maltres-owriers
(specialists such as tailors, suddlers, armaourers, eic.) On i
October 1802 (he regiment was increased to four
squadrons totalling 56 officers and 959 men, Beavharnais
being promoted to chef de brigade on 13 October, (In May

18005 Beauharnais was elevated 1o Viceroy of laly,
retaining nominal command of the regiment until B0
while a cofoned commandant en second  exercised dayv-to-
day command - iitially. Mujor Morland.) The title
changed 1o “.de la Garde Impériale”™ in May 1804, A
sguadron of Vélites were added in September 1803, four
companies in strength: @ second sgquadron existad hebween
April 1806 and December [R09,

One of the Chasseurs” greatest charges was ut Austerlitz
(2 December 1805), where two squadrons and the
attached Mamelukes inflicted heavy casvallies on the
Russian Imperial Guurd and captured the commander of
the Chevalier Guard, Prince Repnin. The cost of a
cavalry churge could vary enormously depending upon
clrcumstanees, opposiion and timing: some charges
achicved spectacular success almost without loss; others
were distinetly bloody affairs. At Austerlitz the
Chasseurs officers alone suffered 19 wounded, and
Col.Mortand was killed leading the charge,

At the hattle of Eylau (8 February 180T} the Chasseurs
took part in Murat’s mass cavalry charge of 80
squacdroms, and again lost theic commander. Cieneral
[ahlmann hud been promoered gencral in December 1RO6
but. lacking a new command, had requested to be
allowed to lead his old resiment into battle, and was
morially wounded at their head - the glory of leading a
cavaley regiment was often o fleeting honouwr in the
Nupoleonic Wars,

Where Napoleon went. the Chasseors rode with him - o
Spain in 808, where they lost another commander
captured al Benavente; to Wagram in 1809 augmented 1o
five sabre squadrons by the incorporation of the Vélites,
to Moscow and back in 1812; expanded to eight
syuadrons, to Dresden and Leipzig in 1813 10 Chitcau-
Thierry. Craomne and Valcourt in 1814, Reorganised for
thie Hundred Days, lour squadrons escored Napoleon tc
his nemesis o Waterloo, where they took part in the
cavalry charges against Wellington's squares with the
Light Horse Lancers.
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{Above, right & opposite)
The lomg=tailed dark green

hadif, dating hack 1o 1he

Crisncless, wats wonm o

LA

i was retained as an undress
urmfirm throughour the

Fn I'L.'UI'L‘. aned ee source states

that soume of the regiment wore

Al W'

by anofficer s walking-out

ar, [Lis wiorn bere

unitorm. Mote sold buglehorm

badaes on tail urn-backs, and
mngle gold cpaulette and

lette an shoulders

46

vine [RGBy all mks;

Thet rumkeer™s habit hgd the
surme scarler piping in the
sdine positions, bul i green
collar piped scarlet, orange
turn-hack badges, and an
nrange aiguilless on the ke
halanced by an orange trefoil
shoulder knot on the right.

I'he officer’s coat i worn
herg over a gold-lac
W SLC0AT
hicom has gold cords, tassels
and loop; those of rankers had
arinEs rim
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(Above left) Dressing foract
note detils of officer’s bonne
police. Tt was o period saying,
pspocially in the cavalry, tha

wis bmpessibe o b foo well
dressed when the cannons ma
at the very least you would m
JITely COHpsi...

{Above) Adthough the bnght ¢
gilds this Chasseur's cap and
dolmian lace, it s i fact g
the “dawn" oranige worn by
rankers,

(Lefty Cuptain in dolmn and
bonmet de pelice enjoving 3 g
mcament with his wile and [
child - who s wrapped inhis
gt cepnete, the tark gre
slepved, caped rding cloak w
from e I8 12,

(Opposite) Surgeon of the
reconstructed Chasseurs 4 Ch
he has followed contemporar
fashion by adopting 4 version
the regimental uniform - hers
habil with acded dark ned coll
ancl cufts with gold kace loop:
Mot the gorrect peniod bitting
s horse, comprising o small
nnged bridoon and separae©
Bat, 1T vour horse bolted sl
o the battlefietd you were a ¢
ITEAEL, S0 severt I::ll'll:]'lg WAV
NECESSAry.
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(Left) A trooper suffers 1he
flat of & subre across the seat
of his overalls - from 1he grin:
of hiv comrades inthe
Boulogne camp. thisisa
recognized penalty lorsome
infripgement of cimp
custom? Note arange piping

anel tassel on the colpack bag
black pouch. white telts, and
black leather overall
reatfiorcement

iBelow) A comrade Keeps up
the tension while o Chigssen
wraps the wreen and red
harrel wish around his warst
like most chores m the
cavalry, 11 15 easier done whe
working in pairs, Agadn, o
ranker’ s orange dolman face

(Right) The setiing sun
dirkens the orange lace of th
trospers unifor and
saddlery. Mote the plam
wilcloth cover protecting his
sebretasche,

o







(Laeft) The four sguesdrons ol
the 18302 expunsion had o
total of 24 trumpeters - three
PET SOIMPATY, Si% e
sipaslron. They wore
conspicnns pala blue
umifonns faced with crimson
and laced with gold and
crimson. This one wears the

Tong habit of the THOO
campatgn, with the white full
dress hearskin - o hlack
hearskin waould be worn for
AL Campalan duties.

(Below, & opposite lop}
The Chasseurs trumpeter
the dolman uniferm, agan
with the white bearskin, Mo
the mixed gold and crimson
lace ancd frogeme. and the
chain pattern in the same
coilowrs rowndd the edee of the
shahrigue.
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A headguariers stalf caplain
ol the Tperial Guard: junior
officers were rotated between
stadt appointments and
pestings o regiments Thit
explains why the austers suaflf
unterm worn by this g
weleran contrasts with the

[1ght cavalry panache ol his
lorse Turmitore and
Mameluke subre. The winged
“half=thunderholt™ turn-hack
hudge wirs wor by moss staff
olficers

The Tmperial Headguarters
{ Dugertier-Cedndral bnpépind )
embraced hath the Emperor's
Flosusehaodad (Merisen i and 1he
ariny headguaners [ Earmies-
T Jutter
commanded in many
campaizns by Napaleon's
admirable chiel of sl
SMarshal Banbier, consisted
of the Ceneral Seall [ -
Maferrd a1

(rene

e Conmmussarest
clepariment {Mntemdarce
feeneral )l Subordinate to

the Tormmer were Lhe Corps of
Aghynrant-Comnmandants, who

fualfilled the duties of

livisional chiets of swff and
corps deputy chiefs of saff,
Uneler the authority of the
aditant-conpandants were
IS PO IO JUsT
aelfoines, their states marked
as here - by ssingle let
epanleite and am i
e bottom rung on the seatd
adder was oceupied by the

uiblerte,

mass ol @eiles-di-camgz
jumier regimental alfers on
empordry altachment to the
staffs of feld commanders
ahivwn o brigade level, Their
dhuties depended on ther
persanal connections and
their aptitude: some were
more message-riders; olbers
were their chiefs” personal
intelligence officerss some
were gven trusted suhstinstes
For an ambiticns subabtern an
ADC s appainiment was a

Wy Lo gl noticed.
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The Polish
Lancers

fficially formed by 2 decree of 2 March 1807, the

Chevau-Legers Polonais de la Carde (Polish Light

Horse ol the Guuard) were raised Trom Polish
volunteers, many of aristocratic buckernmd. Poland had
lost 1ts independence in the lute |8th century, heing
dominated and eventually partitioned by Prussia, Russia
and Austria. During Napoleon®s wars against her pocupiers
Poland dreamed that he would restore her nationhaod; but
after his victores ol 180607 he ondy sponsared the creation
of & small rump state termed the Grand Duchy ol Warsaw,
Even so. thousands of Poles decided to follow his star in the
hope of & bewer future: and they provided him with many
regiments.

Impressed by the guard of honour provided by e local
nobility when he entered Warsaw in December 1506,
Napoleon ordered that a sguadron of Polish light horse join
his Guard. By raising the unit from the minor aristocraey he
hoped 1o gain an impressive addition o his Guard without a
great initial outlay: "By payving the Light Horse the same as
my Guard, | intend 1o procure educated men and
expericnced horsemen. net peasants who need polishing,
which would be & lengthy operation”. Candidates were
required 1o be landowners or sons ol fandowners between
I8 and 44 yeors of age, who were to furnish their own
horses, uniform. cquiprnent and hamess 1o a sel pattem,

The wild-riding Poles were the heirs o o centuries-old
cavalry trachition, and scon proved themselves doredevils
worthy of their place among the swaggering light cavalry of
the Guard. At first their diseipline Tefl something to be
desired, but this was quickly rectified by Gen Durosnel.
Governor of the Corps of Pages. Their chief wetical
imstructor was the famows Hossar, Gen Lasalle Gwhom the
Poles considered vastly better gualified to command the
Emperor’s cavalry than Murat).

The original regimental formation of 807 was loor
squadrons of two companies each. As their title suggesis,
they were nitially cquipped as conventional light cavalry,
and did not receive the lance umil after the battle of
Wagram in 1509, when they were retitled Régiment de
Cheviu-Léeers Lanciers de la Garde.

The lance was o novelty in Western anmics: bul Napoleon,
mmpressed by its petential in the hands of his casiern
European cnemics, was willing te experiment, The success
of, for instance, the Polish lancers of the Vistuly Legion at
Albuera in May 1811 led to the creation of a whole new
Ling cavalry branch that sumumer. mostly by the conversion
of dragoon regiments,

By thar ume the Poles had already won a reputation for
suicidal bravery at Somosierra i Spain in November 808,
A strong Spanish division held the pass of that name during

MNapoleon's personal leadership of the re-invasion of Spain
that winter. Angered when his Line cavaley failed 1o push
the ohstacle dside, he ordered the duty squadron of Polish
Light Horse i 3rd Sqn.. Capr.Korjietulski) to take the
position. 1t was an impulsive and feolhardy order: but they
ealloped up the steep slope into the mouths of four Spanish
Barteries. at o cost of more than hatf theiwr strength. {The
position was later taken by the rest of the regiment, the
Cinard Chassenrs, and a simultancous infantry atlack.)

The unit was rettled ler Regiment from 1811, when the
Duteh Luncers were incoporated into the Guard as the Znd
Regiment. A [fth sgquadron was added in 1812, when ¢
second Polish regiment was alsa raised as the 3eme
Régiment de Chevao-Léeers Lanciers.  After the horrific
Russian campaign the 3rd Regiment wus disbanded and it
survivors were taken into the Ist Regiment; with othes
replucements, this allowed eolargement o seven squadron:
i July 1813, but establishment was reduced again w Fouw
sguadrons that December,

When Mapoleon was forced 1o abdicate in spring 1814 ¢
single squadron of 150-0dd ander LLCol lersmanowsk
accompanied im o Elba, For lack of harses, only a troof
of 22 men under the seven-fool-tall Capt.Schulie wer
maounted; Capt.Balinski led o 96-mun fool dismounted
company, and 35 nen were detached 1o the ex-Emperor™
undermanned artillery battery. When Napoleon retumed i
France u yedar later the Lancers marched north with hun
from Antibes, most of them carrving their saddles on thei
bucks. The regiment could not be reformed for the
Warerloo campaign; but; reinforced by Polish voluneers
the Liba veterans were incorporated as the senior squadror
intar the 2nd (Duteh) Lancers, in whose ranks they fough
gallantly during Ney's great cavalry attacks on the Britisl
centre. The Poles retained their own uniforms in 18]35,
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(Below) Trooper i camp
dress with ¢
note the appearunce of he
nch was
the
ousllerte.
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(Left & above) The manicie-
capote wos issued Flom 1508,
it had sleeves and & shoulder
cape, and hoth the body and
the cape were partly lined with
crimson. It replaced i
simpler, sleeveless. capeless
cloak worn until that date

this too was white. with a
erimson collar. Note also

the detmls of the blac

oilskin ceapki cover,

The fance was 2.75m long
(1), its blackened shaf
noticeably thicker than the
fater French 1ssue, Troopers
were abso issued sahres, ol first
of Prusstan make bul Later
French An X1 pattemn: a
carbine, carried by o spring
elip to i sling acros the body,
and ome (ustkally ) or pwes
pistols carried nosaddle
helsters,
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An officer i the informal
undress unitarm worn in
quiarters, The bonnet, called o
confederanio, raced ils
origins 10 Polish noblemens
folk costume in previous
centuries; the neme réferred
1othe unmaly leasoes of
nohles whe frequently vsed
fo rebed weninst their weak
mcmarchy throughont much of
Poland’s history: T was worn
with adark blug suriont with
crimsen collar, cufts.and fooa
and rn-back piping.
embellished with epaulere
and aiguillette. A white
walsteoat, visthle under the
Righ-cut front of the coat and
blue breeches with crimson
stripes, completed the outht,
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(Left) A trooper prepares
his crapka for inspection in &
tented camp, Mote riding
overalls with black teather
remnforcement, and crimson
stripe anid buttons up the
outside closure, A plece of
leather was somelmes sewn
lor the raght cuter thigh o
protect the cloth from the
chafing of the slung carbine.

{Below) The Polish troops
wone famous for their love
of horses, donk and women,
nol mecessarily in that order
This trooper i stable dress
wears the forage cap m
crimson and dark blue with
white trim - note the method
of wearing. with the “flama™
folded and tucked into the
“turhan” 1o confine 11, Tlis,
and the plain dark blue geler
dErnerie Were somelinmes
wonrn for long marchies - ¢.g
their nde from their Chantifly
base o Spain in 180§ - with
the oileloth-covered czapka
hung Trom the saddle; They
are wiorn here with off-white
[atigue trousers of undyel
miatersal,

The regiment’s horses were
between five and six years of
age: they were grouped by
calour, with squadrons of
chestnut, bay, black and dark

frey.



The Red
Lancers

lthough they were relative late-comers 1o the French

army, the luncers - their wicked weapons dipping

inta the charge. pennons fluttering - have left
perhiaps the most dramatic images of any Napoleonic
regiments, They may evoke un echo of the chivalric past
however, there was nothing chivalrous about the use ol the
larice in baule - which almost invariably gave them a
greatly superior reach with which o skewer helpless
enemics. Period memoirs offer many descoiptions of their
terrifving effect on broken mtantry or blown and labouring
sabre-armed cavalry.

Napoleon was o realist, but he always had a air Tor the
dramatic; the satisfactory performance of his Polish lancers
justified his decision Lo incorporate anather regiment of this
type into his Guard in 1810 (by a decree of 13 September),
This pericd following the successful Wagram campalgn
was the high point of s power.

Part of the Netherlands had Tormed o French-protected
Batavian Republic since 1794, and o puppel Kingdom of
Holtand (with Napoleon's brother Lowis on the throne)
singe 1806; but in 1810 Napoleon decided simply 1o annexe
Holland and a large area of north German couastal territory
to France. (His attempt 1o deny British trade any access o
Continental pors was ruincus Lo all concerned., and a hugs
volume of contraband had continued o pass through these
coastlands, which Bonaparne was determined to seal off)
Holland also had an army ol some 27,000 good quality
troops, which would be o useful addition o his furees,

The former Dutch Régiment de Hussards de la Guarde &
Cheval du Roi became the 2eme Rémment de Chevan-
Légers Lanciers de la Garde, with an imtal complement of
58 officers and 8581 men m four squadrons, and 365 horses,
Further officers for the regiment were 1o be recruited from
other Dutch cavalry regiments, and troopers from the 2eine
Régiment e Hussards Hollandais and the Garde du Corps
Hollandaise.

As with the other Guoard regiments preparing for the
Russian campaign of 1812, the "Red Lancers™ (so called
from their uniform colour) were increased in size itha
spring, receiving a fifth squadron, This was cobbled
together from about 34 different cavalry depots and a
squadron of the Dutch Garde Rovale fatterly serving in
Spain with the French Ist Hussars. By September the
régiment was recruited wp to a strepgth of 1,406 men
inchading 38 Wéliles:

The Red Lancers emerged from the snows of Russia

severely depleted; and i the remarkably fast process of

replacemient and cxpansion which Napolean achicved early
in 1813 they were 1o lose much of their national character,
The desperate need for sheer numbers ook precedence over
such consicderations, and many Franchmen were drafied in.

The “paper” establishment was inereased in January w
eight squadrons each of 2307 and by early March 10 1en

squadrons - the senwor Dve designated “Od Goard”™, the
others “Young Goard”,

Given the huge difficuliies of mounting the cavalry afier
the losses in Russia, the reaiment’s strength in the saddle
was probably o pood deal less than establishment: éven s,
they apparently showed ondiminished spint In March [R14
an Saint Dizier they manoeuvred with elements of the
Ciuard Chasseurs yoainstan [§-cun Russian battery, linally
everrunning 1t by i classic frontal attack; Gen Sebasliani
repored o Napoleon that he had never seen a more brilliant
charge in 20 yvears” cavilry soldicnong.

Llnder the First Restoration in May 1814 the Young
Cruard elemem was dishanded: the senior squadrons were
retitled Corps Royal des Chevau-Légers Lanciers de
France, with 643 all ranks - strength was down to just over
SO0 by Augzusl

The regiment sallicd 10 Napoleon in Apol 1815 under the
title Regiment de Chevan-Légers Lanciers de fa Garde
Impériale incorporating the Elba Squadron of the Polish
Lancers. Brigaded with the Guard Chasseors under Lefebyre-
Dresnoettes, they fought with great gallantry at Waterloo,
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(Eeft) Dunch trocpers, in full
service umform with dressed
crapkas, [n this regiment the
rankers always wore the
yettow aiguillete on the left:
amd note tight breeches with
durk blue side stripes dand
piping. The lance wis 2.206m
lomg (9,174t with a 21 6mm
(&.5in] iron hlade: the white-
over-searler swallowtal
pennon was madae in silk for
parade and serge for feld
pse, wndl wins roblecd insicle

i black tafiem cover on

the march.

Lancers were attested as
riding horses of beoween 14
uned £4.2 hands - ane hand
heing four inches, measured
to the top of the wilhers when
standing on level ground,

(Right) Lancer from the rear,
wearing the dark bl

overalls - with black leather
booting, and scariet siripes
and brass hattons down the
outer closure - which
normally replaced or covered
the brecches on campaign.
Note dark blue seam piping
and tail tum-back on the
kurtica; buttoned belt suppor
loop; saddle valise; and
shabrague (insel - cmbroidened
shabrague corner hadge)

Prorio 1813 the regimeny
carried the same brass-hilted
sabre as the Guard O
i a brass-covered black
leather sheath. After that dase
this was repilaced by the
standard An X1 light cavalry
ype.

The troopers depicted in
this-hook do not wear slung
carbines. These were 15sued
durng 1211; finding
themselves cumbersomely
over-loaded with weapons
in Kussia, the regimeant are
said 1o have largely
digscurded the lance, relving
on the carbine. sabre; and
saddle pistol
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anel belt: the

raptk as 1o theensmy. If a Pl Ers” L

v Lancer at the charge Lo cover @ retreat. From [813 !
'.- Orgimully both ranks of the Polish and Duich Guard !
troopers were 1ssucd with the lemoers’ armament wias [ -
lanee; but apart from he ralenalised i this way.
difficuley af handling so much
cyuipmment on horseback, i (Right & opposite)
wits felt thit when the second 4 trooper adjusts his bridle; |
ik, charged home (o anid, Ins chores over, engovsa N
reanforce oomelée they were as deiok with commdes, Noge i
erols to therr own [ront the detpils of the crapka; the =
eap could be punched in the vellow epautette with dark | -
coemy line by the fiest rank, blue crescent, amd the butlons
then a second rank armed ani pocket piping on the 224
with sabre, prstol and cerbine front of the overalls.

72 were best able to exploat ivor
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Grenadiers
aCheval

e senior.cavalry reziment of the Guard - and rthus the
senior regiment of the whole French army - the
Mounted Grenadiers were Known as “the Gods™, (A
less pretentions nickname was les groy talons, “the big heels”
or “big boots”, in relerence to their general air of massive
weight and sizer As selectively recruited as their infantry
opposite numbers, superbly uniformed and mounted, they
represented the pmnacle of professional pride and excellence
in the vears belore the First Abdication,

Raused onginally as d light cavalry resiment on 2 December
1799, with an initial stength of bve sguadrons, the regiment
was reditled Grenadiers i Cheval de I Garde des Consuls in
December 1800, Their commander was Bessidres, who was
also Colonel-General of all the Guard cavalry,

Their baptism ol lire came at Marengo in northern Naly on
[4 June 1800, Bonaparte's-army had been marching
disperseil. and he had only about 14,000 men and three
weak cavalry brigades - wialling some 2.000 sabres - when
attacked by 2R000 Avstrians, Driven back two miles, the
French appeared beaten: but late in the afternoon Desaix's
9,000-strong detached corps came up in support, and
Bomaparte launched a counter-attack 10 which the cavaln
distinguished itself. Together with the Chasseurs # Cheval,
Bessigres led the Grenadiers forward. The oot guardsman
Coignet described them going tnto action:

“Then the Emperor le1 loose tis “hlack horses” - his
Mounted Greénadiers, communded hy General Bessiéres,
They passed by us like a lightning bolt and fell upon the
enemy”. They smashed the Austnan cavalry who were
attempting to cover therr infantey's retreat: and in the
regiment’s first buttle Grenadiers Miller and Leroy each
captured an Austran standard. which was considered a fear
warth dying for, After the battle the exhausted Grenadiers
were said to have slept on their Blown horses,

With Napeleon™s elevation w Emperor in [ 804 the
regiment wers repamed the CGrenadiers & Cheval de la
Garde Impériale, with 1018 troopers in four squadrons of
two compuanics cach. The recruits for this clite anit were
hand picked for their size, strength and proven courage

from the among the Cuirassicr and Dragoon regiments of

the Line. Their uniform was based closely upon that of the
Foot Grepadiers, including the 1l bearskin bonnet,

In keeping wath the period belief that the darker a horse™s
colour, the stronger it was likely to be, the regiment was
mounied apon the best “'cavalry blacks™ available, (This is
not to say that the homses were all jer bBlack - “black™ in
horse termys includes very dark bays - but whenever
possible black horses were appropriated by the regiment.)
The Guard cavaley naturally enjoyed priority m the constant
search for mounts; in 800 the Grenadiers 1ook the

oppartumty o appropriate captured Prussian horses of
suilable colouring 0 help repluce their losses, In the - for
them - peaceful vear of |810 one source describes the
Grenadiers as having black Normandy horses, purchased in
Caen, between four and five vears old and having full
mames and tails. The best heavy cavaley horses came from
Normandy and Flanders: they were immensely strong,
though net particularly fas.

Dunng late 1805 two further squadrons were added; of
Welites, In 1811 these were disbanded and the regiment
was reorganized into five subre squadrons, The Grenadiers
were reduced to a “paper” establishment of four squadrons
after the Russian campaign (but an actual strength of abowt
one company - 127 of all runks in February 1813, Twao
new squadrons of VEélites were quickly raised, and
designated as Young Guanl,

Al the time of the First Restoration in spring 1814 the [our
senior squadrons of the Mounted Grenadiers were
redesignated as the Corps Roval des Cuirassiers de France,
Although thetr uniform coat was shortened into a fabir
veste or Jacket o anticipation of the (ssue ol cuirassier
armiour and helmets, these never i fact amved.

O & Apal 18IS “the Gods'” resumed their old Imiperial
title, with i reported strength of just over | 000 all ranks. Al
Woaterloo they were brigaded with the Dragooms of the
Guard. under Gen.Guyot: 13 squadrons in all, totalling
some L300 sabres. One source states thar the Mounted
Grenadiers were nol engaged during the baule; but it is
clear that Guyot charged the Brtish infaniry: ling several
tmes. At the end of the bautle the Mounted Grenadiers were
tor be found drawn up behind the Old Guard infantry reserve
between La Belle Alllance and Rossomme, Tt was there.
during the general Allicd advance that evening, that the
British 12th Light Dragoons niade the mustake of charging
Ueern - at some cost, Eventually. still in perfect arder, they
turned their tall black horses and left the field ar an
unhurried walk.







(Left & below left)
Asergeant - mureohd ey
lirgis - lends another, troopers
and & mwmpeter o e and
athvancis, their sabres an the
charge posiion

Mote that these re-gnactors
do not carry muskers. The
Mounted Grenadicrs were
issued, from @t least 1803,
with & weapon 1ddem long
(56.7ins), This was carmed in
Diragoan Fashion: wath the botl
in a small leather boot Bung
from below the saddle pomme]
on the aght. the mueskel
slanting up and back outside
the right leg, the barrel
supported by o loaped steap
from the cantle: The regimeant
alsn had the usual saddle
pistols.

{Above & left) Details of the
sergeant’s tack. Roseltes are
attached &0 the hridle and
crupper; aind note that the
bridoon rein und bridle ane
madde of orangs webbing,










Beautfully reconstrected flag
ol the Mouvnted Grenadiers,
ol the much modified pattern
decreed late i PR but not
m fact presented o the Guard
regiments until 1513, This
regument and the hMountd
Chasseurs were then theonly
Civard covalry o carry thets
standirds in the field. The
regulation cavilry lae was
Allcm (23 6ing b sguare: it is
mgunted here on the
regulation blue stave, bt
with i spearhead fimial - its
standard was actually the
Eagle (as on page 15, b
with i gremde badoe on the
[lieathe

Thias patters of Tag
conncided witl the prder

Timmmg cach regiment 10 onc
Fagle: previously they hagd
bevn presented o cach
Battalzon or squedron, The
Muags had orgmaliy been

relatively less impressive,
Wwith mofits and inscriptions
painied on asimnele laver of
slk; perhaps o emphasise
that the Eagle itself was the
important part of the
stamdarnd, When they were
resirigied o one per corps
Mapoleon ordened thal
eRpEnEe wis 10 be no ohjec)
O a double Taver of Tinesa
silk, richly embrocened and
fringed with goldwire, the

gy [Tag s were ol elabwrate

appEaranee.
Do el edge af hoth

sides were embrondered
Imperial symbols: @ crown, @
wreathed M. and an casle.
Across the op und bottem
wire bands of bees - the
Bonaparte symbol adopted by
Napoleon - with o wreathed
erenade hadge centred. On
the obwerse was 1he
msctipiion “lmperial Cuard,
From the Bmperor Napoleon
tor the Regiment of Mounted
Cirenadicrs”

I'he reverse of these pattern
Pl 1 flags hore an important
imnovation: a listof batthe
homours - the names of batiles
at which the individual
regiment had been present
in an sy personally
cinnrnibed by Napoleoen

By 1813 the battle honours on
thas and-all other Cld Guard
v reads Marengao, Ulm,
Austerling, Jenu, Evlau,
Friedland. Eckmiihl, Exsling,
Wigmm, Smolensk.
Muoskown, Vienne, Berlin,
Muadrid, Moscou (sicl,

Fow Eagles survived the

First Restoration: and Mags of

simpler design had 1 be
hurredly suppiied in spring
1813

[he verern trooper who
carries the flag here wears the
undress headgaar: the usual
black telt bicorn with cockade,
tocap, hutton, and red Cirenadier
plume. Cavalry standards were
wsugdly carmied in batthe by
experienced NCOs







[n common with other Ciaaed
cavalry regiments: the
Wlonnted Crrenadiers dressed
their trmpreers ina uniform
of pale blug faced with
crimson, with gold and
crimaan trim; and mounted
themn on greys - both fior

arlamonr, and becaose
trumpeters needed o be
instantly conspicaous 1o their
ulfieers in battle. The black
Bearskin bore a blue and
white plume, as did the achly
decorated bicorm. Note the
superh trumpet banner
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Y Moumed Cirenadier,wearig
the repiment’s plain stuble

e

jackel and honnet de |
uses 1 hooked hoof pick o
remove dict wnd small stones
Constant attention (o the
conditon of his horse's e
and bick 18 the price of mding
towar, rather than stumbling
along on oot behind the
regiment

Fodder was camied in cord

ricls. The mounts of the Guasd

Iy

civalbry wene as e k
privileged ns thair rniders: their
daily ration was 6.5kg
i 14.31hs 1 of hay or 3kg (111hs)
of straw. plus 8.5 litres of odls
Iheir rations also (nsually)
turmed up. which wis morc
than can be said of therr Line
comrades

I'he Caard s priviles
extended to taking their own
senerously established train of
waarons on campaign, In 1805
thas ime luded 35§

WLEEOTIS, by Priavision LI, 5%

(i

forage curts, 20 medical

el .

supply carts, and 25
ambulances wansparting the
Guard's field |=|'|-\.i‘.i|.|| O the
Exl
of ficer Marbaot roned
“Oindy the Guard, havieg
walgrons, carmed rations with

u campign the cavalry

them; the other Corp el s
sl as by conld - that s
o e

prractit
The
hospital remends us how
fortunate the Guard were in
thetr Surgeon-Licnersl, Barom
Larrey. the deviser of the
“flymg ambalanee”, anl

notable for his intelheence

and compassIon in an ame
when military medicul
departments were nol over-
supplicd with thise qualites
Mapodeon wrode that Farmes
wirs The most honest man,
anel the-best frend 1o the
strlclier that T ever

Knew... i

idefomigable in his exernons

for the wounded,”



 Foot Artille
of the Guar

s & former gunper lmself Napolean was both an

expert in the application ol artillery, and an

enthusiast for this arm of service. He oversaw iis
steady expansion throughout s career: by 1803 he abready
had a total of more than 73060 Light and medion guns and
more than 8,200 howitzers for field service, withou
counting some 4,500 heavy and gamison guns and 1,700
mortars,

It was inevitable that he would include an-antillery element
in bas Guard; and this was not merely a wken “showmaece”
unit; Through their priority eguipment with the heaviest
practical field piece - the |2-pounder - the Guard
companies became, in effect, the aomy's amiblery reserve,
increasingly employed in massed hatteries Lo achieve locul
tactical superiority on the hattlefield, (Napoleon wrote that
*“the Guard Turmishes artillery 10 the whole field.”)

The decree of 2 Decemmber 1799 formed the Adillery ol
the Consular Guard, & single light company of gight guns
and 110 men. In March [802 the unit was eofarped 100
headquarters and two companies. cach of four officers and
83 men. In Movember |B03 this was reorgamized inte three
divisions; euch hod two G-pounder guns, twe [ 2-pdrss two
Geimhowitzers: and 20 vehicles, und there was a central
reserve of 25 vehicles. In April 1806 this unit was
transformed into a regiment of Horse Actillery, of three
squadrony ecach with lwo companies, cach of four hght
oums, two howitzers and 97 men. Reduced 1o two squadrons
in April 1808, it was restored o three in March 1813, and a
Young Guard company was added later that vear,

The regiment of Foot Artiliery of the Cuard was formed in
April 1808, The priginal oreamsation was of s companies
of gunners and one of arveters-pontaniniers Larlisang and
specialist bridging personnell, Each artillery: company was
a self-comtmned vt of gunners serving a battery, esually o
eight pleces - six f-pdr. or (inercasingly) | 2-pdr. guns and
two howitzers, The company establishment was o captain
commander, a captain second-in-command, twao subalierns,
a sergeant-major, [Our serzeanls, § quarlermasier-comondl,
four corporals, 20 first-class and 45 second-cliss sunmers,
two drummers and four ardificers,

These men were responsible for hundhing and Gehting the
guns. A company of the Train des Equipages - artillery
trarsport corps - was attached to each banery, responsible
for the guns and vehicles on the march: Each buttery was
thus able to operate independently. not under any
regimemal comnand. (The vsual deplovment of arillery in
Napoleon™s armics was one Fool and one Horse company
attached to each infantry division, and a Horse company
attached to each cavalry division. )

In- Juene [E09 three Young Guard companies were taised,

nummbered 7ot 9 cach had four officers. sin senior NOOs,
eight corparals, 120 zunners and two drommers, Further
Young Guard companies were formed in December 1811
rome), January TRI3 (owa ). Aprl TRL3 (eichr) and teo more
later. By May 1811 the Guard Arillery hiad 96 guns (72
Foot 24 Horse); by March 1513, 120; by that April, 196 (36
Horse, 128 Foot deployved with Guard infuntry brigades, 32
I Feserve)

A single Consular Guard Artillery Tram company was
formed in December 1800 there were four in November
[RO3, six in April 1806, and several more were formed in
TrOs-08, During 1813 the Train was reorganized [irst inw
three battalions cach ol [our commpanices, and Liter imto four
Ranttalions,

Six Old Guard companies of Fool and four of Horse
Artllery were raised an 1815 m time for the Waterlon
campaizn; nine Tram companies were also available, OF the
Fact batteries, two were attached 1o Guard mlantry brigades
and four 1 2-pdr. batleries: fought with the massed reserve.
Ome af these was supposedly the last French battery o
remain i acton during the rallving of the Guard mtanory
near Bossomme amid the fnal collapse of the Army of the
North, Two Guard Horse Artillery batteries had earlier
ridden forward in the gaps between the columms of the last
Guard infaniry attack o give close support,
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i Lefth Reconstructed
4-pounder. 3-pounder and
1 X-pounder guns of the
French Gribeauval system:

(helow) close-up of the 4-
pounder, with 165 sponge,
wirrn ol bugker, “Guns” -
rescannon with relatvely
Jiorge hrisrrels, firing solid ball
o longer ranges ona fairy
Mo trajectory - were
classitied by the weight of
the shot they hred.
"Huowitzers™ - shorl-harmelled
picces, firing explosive shells
at o high angle to tall on
imasked targets - were Usually
classified by their calibre,

Lo the 17705 & Par-sighted
Inspector-General of
Artillery bad began a
provgramime of standardising,

lightening and improving the
whole equipment of the
French artllery - guns, tools,
aocessories. vehicles, system
of transport. cte, Jeian
Baptiste Gribcaoval thus
hequeathed te Bonaparte (he
sl sdvanced artillery amm
i the warkd,

Mapoleon steadily replaced
the light 4-pedrs, with d-pdrs.,
including rmany captured
Austrian and Prussian ploces:
I ST carmpaiging S-podrs,
were brouwght oot of the park
and issued directly 1o
infaniry regiments for close
support (like the ald 15th
century svstemn of “hattalion
auns 1 In the Foeot Artillery
Bepdrs. were steadily
replaged by | 2-poumders
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Cuern drill with the 12-powndier
Gnbeauval reconstruction
Fareable replica cannons s
miacle i various wivs, Some
hapver crriginal 13 century
hareels which, having been cast
origimadly 1o wilbistand thae

ek higher pressures of full
military logds and Tall
amrnuniticn, are often found
ter b sl sabe when
professicnally prooted for
reduced blunk charges
Casting asulhicently larae

el strong o or hronze
burrel “from scrtch™ would be
probabtively expensive

tockiay, Sorm
have extermally accurate

s theretore

reconstruction mide from

embedded m smaothly casl
concrete Anished with paint

1Lty Gunne
taking a R Troem o safiety
canisier, Period fuzes were

guills vreopper wbes flled

T, upparenily

! PO

these woere thrust down the

1]

with [ing prim

the wum, into the main charge

nid up from the muzzle
of thiz Tarrel.

(Below) Rammang the charge
b, Pentod ammun

high-pressure prood steel pipmg

towchbiole above the breechal

(M1 Wils

“ixed" - 4 bag coni
measured powider ch
fimed to s wonnden dise, e
which the ball was attached
by tin straps, Note the senior
MOCCF s bonnel de police.

IIIiI'I‘,'-.'L el

(Right) The crew step clear
ool the muzzle and wheels;
andlont the order, the gunner
teuches the portfire - o stadfd
fitead with burning match - 1o
the fuze.

{Below right ) The charge
detonates,

For satety inside this bastion
the gon s elevated; in battle 1t
woittld bie fired ona Matler
angle, Depending on many
variahles, a | 2-pdr, roundshol
on o Flat trajectery woulild hit
the growmd ©firsL grazd™) ot
aboat GO0 yards,

o perhaps | 100 vands, T

ochieting

wontld b travedling at below
the hetght of o man the wiholbe
winy, though gunners ried w
aze amned

achieve first

gtedy in fronn ot the target









The ever-fascinating Napoleonic period is well
represented in the hobby of historical *‘re-
enactment™: and groups of knowledgeable
enthusiasts in many European countries have
been formed to recreate the uniforms and
equipment, and to practice the drill and
tactics, of these colourful armies. Perhaps the
most legendary of all the Emperor’s troops
were the regiments of his Imperial Guard -
picked veterans of his greatest victories, and
the cream of the later conscripts. Enjoying
elite status and many privileges, they provided
Napoleon’s bodyguards and his ultimate
battlefield reserve: and when the Guard was
finally driven back on the evening of

Waterloo, the world knew that the Empire
was finished.

In this dazzling selection of nearly 200 new
colour photos the best re-enactment groups in
Europe recreate the splendid uniforms of
these immortal troops: Fool Grenadiers and
Chasseurs, Fusilier-Grenadiers, Polish and
Dutch Lancers, Mounted Chasseurs and
Grenadiers, and Foot Artillery. Completing
the series established by “Napoleon’s Line
Cavalry” and “Napoleon’s Line Infantry &
Artillery”, Stephen Maughan offers superb
reference for modellers, war-gamers,
collectors and illustrators, and a visual feast
for all military history enthusiasts.
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